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I. Stolen Sukkah 

a. Tosafos ï Why do we need a pasuk to say a stolen sukkah is invalid, isnôt it a 

classic mitzah done through an aveira? 

i. It must be that principle is only rabbinic 

b. Minchas Chinuch ï Special law of sukkah that not only do you not fulfill the 

mitzvah of sitting in the sukkah but it is as if you ate outside a sukkah 

c. Rô Yosef Engel ï Disagrees with the Minchas Chinuch and proves from 

women making a beracha on sitting in sukkah. 

d. Want to suggest another answer to Tosafos questioné 

 

II. Reason for Sukkah 

a. Vayikra ï sit in sukkah, so thaté 

b. Sukkah 12b ï what do the Sukkos commemorate? 

c. Tur ï gives reason for the mitzvah 

i. Bach ï unusual departure for Tur? 

1. Must be knowing why in Sukkah is critical to performance of 
the mitzvah 

d. Sfas Emes ï get your head in the sukka 

 

III.  In Shade of Hashem 

a. Sukkah 12a ï schach comes from lowliest physical, but we elevate it 

b. Flimsiness of schach reinforces idea that Hashem protects us 

c. Rô Hirsch, Rashbam ï specifically feel humble and dependent during harvest 

time 

d. Rô Yaakov Ettlinger ï shade must come from natural schach, not man made 

walls 

e. Sifsei Chaim ï sukkos exercise in emunah 

 

IV. Holiday of Yaakov 

a. Tur ï holiday of Yaakov Avinu 

b. Yaakov went to sukkos right after leaving Esav, why? 

c. Midrash ï Esav gave him mussar about everything he had, he therefore left 

the permanence and went to the temporary. 

 

V. Conclusion 

a. Meiri ï donôt just sit in the sukkah because is say to on our calendar.  Must 

tap into the inner essence and energy 

b. Special verse with stolen Sukkah because essence of the holiday is to 
transcend the physical and realize everything from Hashem.  Stealing 

something physical reflects a lack of trust in Hashem and an identification 

with the physical, the exact opposite of the goal of Sukkah. 
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1. Tosafos (Sukkah 9a)  

2.  Minchas Chinuch 
Rô Yosef Babad 

1800-1874 
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3.  Asvan Deorysa 
Rô Yosef Engel 

1858-1920 

4. Vayikra 23:43 

5. Sukkah 11b 

6. Tur o.c. 625 
Rô Yaôakov ben Asher 

1269-1343 
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7. Bach 
Rô Yoel Sirkes  

1561-1640 

8. Sefas Emes 
Rô Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter 

1847-1905 

  


